
Wednesday thoughts 
 
Members of our united Bright Hour - in the ‘good old days’- always open their meetings with 
singing and prayers.  One song taken from an old book of Christian choruses that is very 
popular with members is all about Zacchaeus, a tax collector.  His story, found in NRSV Luke 
19:1-12, is what has led us this Wednesday to the theme of REPENTANCE.  
 
Here is one of the best examples of being sorry and repenting of wrong-doing.  Zacchaeus is a 
tax collector and, as today, tax collectors are not the most popular of people.  But this man was 
really despised and hated because he was a very crooked tax collector – he over-charged 
people and in that way built up a fortune for himself.  
 
Living where he did, he had obviously heard about the Rabbi Jesus and when he knew Jesus 
was going to pass along the road where he lived, he was naturally curious to see Jesus in the 
flesh.  But there was a snag - Zacchaeus was extremely short – solution - he climbed up a tree 
to make sure he’d get a good view.   

 
Crowds cheered their welcome 
and then, surprise, surprise Jesus 
stops right under the tree where 
the tax collector was.  Jesus 
looked up and greeted him by 
name and told him to get down – 
he wanted to go to Zacchaeus’ 
house for some refreshment!  
Wow – how on earth did this 
amazing popular man know all 
about a far less-than-straight 
collector of taxes?   
 
We are not party to just what took 
place in that house, but later on 
Zac emerges a different and 
changed man,  He vows to repay 
all the people he has swindled for 
such a long time – and more – 

and he is repenting of his past greed.   Best of all – he knows he is forgiven.   
 
Perhaps there may be a part of our character that calls for repentance and the knowledge that 
we are forgiven if we are genuinely sorry. 
 
Blessings everyone. 
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