
Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

 
This week I’ve discovered that there are now two community vaccine centres in the borough. As well 
as the one in Ruislip, one has opened up at the NavNat centre on Printing House Lane in Hayes. And 
people from the churches are attending appointments to receive the injections. If you have had yours 
then that is great news, if you are still waiting then please be patient. 
 
The infection rate is still very high, but is falling slowly. So we continue with no face-to-face services at 
Hayes, Hayes End and North Hillingdon churches. Instead, this weekly sheet goes to members of the 
congregations by email or post/hand delivery. If you receive it a printed copy but have an email 
address, then let me know so next time we can email you and save the cost of printing and a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch with things through the church websites (www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, 
www.hemc.org.uk, www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org). And each church also has a Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch, www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch, 
www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch). Thoughts and prayers are posted on Facebook 
most days, so please take a look and press the follow button.  
 
Although we can’t meet physically, we have church services on Zoom. Jo Davies leads this Sunday’s 
circuit zoom service at 10.45 am. And I shall be leading our sectional service on zoom at 11.00 am. 
There were over 40 people together last week and it was wonderful to see everyone. Turn over to find 
out how to join the service through your computer or your phone line. 
 
Take care and stay safe 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

Hooked … 
 

‘m not a fisherman. In fact, I have never 
even been fishing. But it strikes me (and I 

am sure I’ll be corrected later) that there are 
two types of fishing. The first is an angler on 
the riverbank who sets up their rod and 
equipment in a place where fish may be and 
then sits and waits. And the second is like a 
fisherman on a boat who seeks out the fish 
(either by being directed from the shore, or 
these days with sophisticated sonar) and then 
lets down their nets. One waits for the fish to 
come to them and the other seeks the fish. 
 
In biblical times it was normal practice that a 
student sought out a rabbi or a teacher. But 
in this case, it is Jesus the teacher who seeks 
and calls his disciples: “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.”  
 
The usual order is turned upside down. 
Perhaps this is the first example of what the 
kingdom of God (proclaimed in verse 15) will 
be like – a reversal of the ways of the world! 

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again. Mark’s 
Gospel is brief and the shortest of the four 
Gospels. It may leave us with questions, but 
the message is condensed and allows us to 
focus on the essentials. 
 
In this passage, four disciples are called. Two 
sets of two: Simon and Andrew, James and 
John. We don’t know why Jesus called them 
and not others. And we don’t know what led 
them to respond. 
 
But Jesus’ call is authoritative – a summons 
that can’t be ignored or refused. The call is 
stark – not part of a giant package: “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people” 
 
The response is just as stark. In both pairs, 
Mark uses the word ‘immediately’ to describe 
their response. Was it the power of Jesus’ 
words or something he did that inspired such 
obedience? We just don’t know. Some people 
think there is a contrast between the worldly 
occupation of fishing and the spiritual
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occupation of fishing for people, but that is reading 
something into the text. For the fishermen, they were 
giving up an occupation that had security, for 
something that was unknown. 
 
We don’t even know whether they believed in Jesus 
or understood his mission to proclaim the kingdom of 
God. Reading the Gospels it would seem not. 
 
But something compels them to follow a man they 
didn’t understand, on a journey that would confuse 
them towards an unknown destination. But they 
were hooked. Think about your own journey of faith 
and discipleship. What was/is Jesus’ hook for you? 
 
They went forward in faith, and with Christ. And 
that is crucial. Because Jesus said, “Follow me.” Not 
follow a set of beliefs or be obedient to a code of 
ethics. Follow me – a person, someone who loved, 
who cared, who shared and who understood what 
life is like (better than even ourselves). 
 
And Jesus said, ‘and to fish for people.” This links 
back to repent (verse 15). The Hebrew word for 
repent – means to change direction in life. And 
what’s more dramatic for a fish whose life has been 
spent swimming to be plucked from the water. The 
ways we can fish for people are varied – there is 
sharing our faith and bringing people to a relation-
ship in God. But in loving, in caring and in bringing 
about a change, any change for the better, in 
people’s lives then we too are fishing for people. 
 
So get hooked. And wherever you are, whatever you 
are doing, cast out your line and throw your net. 
Follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Loving Lord, 
thank you that you meet us where we are, 
In the middle and muddle of our daily lives. 
Help us to hear your call, 
to recognise your voice 
and to respond to your invitation  
to follow you whatever we might be doing. Amen.  
 

The Circuit @ Prayer 
Starting this Thursday at 9.00 am, there will a 
circuit weekly prayer meeting on Zoom. Lasting 
30 minutes you can join by using this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84168659990?pwd=
NWpOcW1YNlRSeldHVU1ialVXWGgwQT09 
Meeting ID: 841 6865 9990   Passcode: 296725 

Zoom Services 
To join our 11.00 am zoom service, go to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122013845?pwd=Q
no3Y2ZqOEczbDdCczhrUTBZallSZz09 
Meeting ID: 841 2201 3845  Passcode: 2021 
 
(The Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am. To 
attend go to https://us02web.zoom.us/join. 
Meeting ID: 886 0143 3540, Passcode: 611964) 
 
You can also join the service through your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
‘Be the light in the darkness’ – a service marking 
Holocaust Memorial from Rose Castle Foundation, 
a centre for reconciliation for all sorts of divides. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 2 
On BBC2 this week (due to the FA Cup football), 
Songs of Praise celebrates 60 years as presenters 
recall their favourite moments.  
 

 

President Joe Biden’s inauguration 
22-year-old Amanda Gorman stole the show at 
Wednesday’s ceremony with her poem about the 
future ‘The hill we climb’. You can hear it in full at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-
canada-55739805. 
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