
Dear friends,  

 

Tuesday 23 March marks the anniversary of the first UK lockdown. 
On that day there will be a minute of silent reflection at 12 noon 
and a lighting of candles at 8.00 pm. You can join with members of 
the circuit for a time of reflection on Zoom at 11.40 am or 7.40 pm. 
 
Act of Reflection (11.40 am) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84378790136?pwd=RjhsOWZrTm53SVFSdENJZzFHakFjUT09 
Meeting ID: 843 7879 0136       Passcode: 1140 
  
Act of Reflection (7.40 pm) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81234404537?pwd=c1J6ZzJycVJyK29pTGw1cGJ6Y3VZUT09 
Meeting ID: 812 3440 4537      Passcode: 1940 
 
As in previous weeks, our sectional Zoom service is at 11.00 am. And the Revd Julie King leads the 
circuit service which begins 15 minutes earlier at 10:45 am. You can join from your computer, 
mobile phone or landline by following the instructions overleaf. 
 
Take care and stay safe 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

What do you want to see?
 
People have asked me what I most want to do 
when lockdown is lifted. I’d love to be in an 
audience at a live performance – I don’t care 
whether it’s music or theatre. What about you? 
Going back to a football match, seeing family 
again, meeting a grandchild for the first time. So 
many of these things relate to being in others’ 
company or presence. Being face-to-face. 
 
And that’s what the Greeks in this week’s Bible 
passage wanted – “to see Jesus” – to be in his 
presence, to see him face-to-face, to have a 
better understanding and appreciation of him. 
They ask the disciples but we never find out 
whether their request is granted.  
 
Instead, Jesus says that the hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. It is easy to 
imagine those listening to think that the 
kingdom of God is at hand – a kingdom of 
earthly power and authority. The people are 
calling for him and even the Gentiles (the 
Greeks) are asking to see him. Now they would 
see the power of Jesus. 
 
But Jesus says something different – speaking 
not of life and power, but loss and death.  

And what about us as we echo the words of the 
Greeks, “We want to see Jesus.” What do we 
expect to see? What do we hope to see? 
 
Have you ever played the game where you see a 
close-up picture or a photo taken from a strange 
angle and you have to work out what it is? It’s 
not easy, and quite often we can get it wrong. 
 
The temptation with Jesus is to only open our 
eyes to see part of him – the part we want to 
see. A Jesus who is kind, healing, a friend, a 
teacher who calls us to live a good life. Whilst 
this is true, it’s only a small part. And maybe 
our experiences of the last 12 months have 
challenged this. 
 
But in this passage, Jesus presents us with the 
whole picture: 

• Only by death come life – a seed is useless 
as long as it’s preserved in safety and 
security in a packet. Only when it’s planted 
in the ground and left to be tested does it 
have the chance to grow and blossom, and 
become the complete thing it is intended to 
be. Here is Jesus acknowledging the way of 
the cross. But there is also a reminder for us  
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that it is only when we place ourselves together 
in God’s hands that we will truly begin to live. 

• Only by living life do we retain it. Obviously, we 
will live longer if we take things easy, avoid strain 
and conflict and protect ourselves. But could this 
end up being a bland form of existence, rather 
than living life as best we can. Of course, there is 
a balance to be had. But Jesus knew what he had 
to do, if he was to live out his life to the full, and 
for him that meant the cross. It’s by living life for 
others and living life for God that we can not an 
existence, but life in abundance (John 10:10). 

• Only by service comes greatness – Jesus’ life 
was based on service and love for others, love 
that cost him his time, love that cost him any 
security, love that cost him his friends and love 
that cost him his love. But it was love that would 
prove glorious and triumphant. 

 
And this is the way of Jesus, the way of the cross, 
the way of love. God’s love for us. And this is the 
way that Jesus invites us to follow with him. May we 
open our eyes to see the offer, our hearts to receive 
the love and our lives to live the way.  
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Lord Jesus, 
help us to see you and follow you. 
For your way is not only the way of the cross, 
but the way of love 
and the way of life. Amen. 
 

 

Zoom Services 
To join our 11.00 am zoom service, go to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122013845?pwd=Q
no3Y2ZqOEczbDdCczhrUTBZallSZz09 
Meeting ID: 841 2201 3845  Passcode: 2021 
 
(The Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am. To 
attend go to https://us02web.zoom.us/join. 
Meeting ID: 886 0143 3540, Passcode: 611964) 
 
You can also join the service through your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press the # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

Lent Liturgy (Week Five: Forgiveness) 

Jesus has taught us that we must forgive, but at 
times we find this too hard to do. We have been 
hurt, and we have hurt others. At times we have 
become angered by the actions of another to the 
point that we carry a grudge, and sometimes, this 
grudge can define who we are. 
 
Light a candle to symbolise our faith in Jesus Christ 
to help us to forgive as we are forgiven, to help us 
to love as we are loved. 
 
Faithful God, forgive us for our shortcomings and 
help us to forgive others. As we journey towards 
the cross this Lent, help us to let go of our grudges 
and to forgive, and to seek forgiveness where we 
have gone wrong. Amen. 
 

 

This week on the BBC 
Sunday 21 March 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
‘Lost Years’ - Marking the anniversary of the first UK 
lockdown, Debbie Thrower (founder of Anna 
Chaplaincy which promotes the spiritual welfare of 
older people), Catherine Ogle (Dean of Winchester) 
and Stephen Cottrell (Archbishop of York).  
11.00 am Sunday Service BBC 1 
A service from St Martin’s Church, Maidstone. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 2 
The Revd Kate Bottley shares her favourite moments.  
Wednesday 24 March 
8.45 pm Lent Talks Radio 4 
‘No Greater Love’ –the story of Arnaud Beltrame, 
who in 2018 was murdered by a terrorist at Trèbes 
having exchanged himself for a hostage.  

 

Woven and Lent Bible Study Groups 
In our weekly Zoom discussions we have dived 
deep into Scripture to discover what it means for 
us. I have found it stimulating and a real blessing.  
Please join us if you can. 
 
Monday evening at 7.30 pm: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86153555930?pwd=d
UJYQ0txeG5zdUdQMFNwZW1MV2FTQT09 
Meeting ID: 861 5355 5930 Passcode: 220221 
 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 pm: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83723378719?pwd=b
mdiS2g4UnFHZmErekE2VTc5Mklkdz09 
Meeting ID: 837 2337 8719 Passcode: 2400221 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122013845?pwd=Qno3Y2ZqOEczbDdCczhrUTBZallSZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84122013845?pwd=Qno3Y2ZqOEczbDdCczhrUTBZallSZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/join

