
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
(This week it also goes to members at Northwood as 
Andrew is on sabbatical.) 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

On Sunday, Helen Schoon is taking the services 
at North Hillingdon (9.30 am) and Hayes End 
(11.00 am). The 11.00 am service at Hayes 
includes Holy Communion and will be led by the 
Revd Ken Kingston. Please come to any of the 
services, BUT only if you feel confident to do so. 
And of course, there is also the circuit Zoom 
service at 10.45 am. 
 

A people of … (Matthew 22:15-22) 
 
If you look very closely at a British banknote you’ll 
be able to see the words – “I promise to pay the 
bearer on demand the sum of” whatever the value 
of the note is. 
 
The banknote in itself is worth nothing. But what 
gives the banknote worth is the promise. The 
promise makes it worth the paper it is written on.  
 
What are you worth? Not in terms of money … but 
rather how do you measure your worth? As life 
has changed and life is changing due to COVID-19, 
this question has even more relevance. Is it by the 
money you have, the things you own, the activities 
you do, the people you know, the power you 
wield, the influence you can lever? What gives you 
worth? And what happens when those things are 
taken away from us? Alongside the danger of 
infection from Coronavirus, people are rightly 

raising concerns about the toll it is taking on some 
people in terms of mental health and depression. 
 
But look at it another way – who gives you worth? 
Family maybe? Friends possibly? But God 
definitely. For God, we are people of worth. To 
God, you are a person of great, of infinite worth. 
This is the God, your God, “who formed your 
inward parts, you knitted you together in your 
mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13). As Paul wrote in 
the letter to the Thessalonians - “Brothers and 
sisters, beloved of God, [God] has chosen you” (1 
Thessalonians 1:4). This is the God who while you 
were still in darkness sent you Jesus to live for you 
and to die for you, out of love for you. To God, you 
are people of great worth. 
 
Back to the banknote … Not only are we people of 
worth, we are people of promise – the recipients 
of God’s promise. God’s promise offered to all. 
The promise of love, the promise of forgiveness, 
the promise of eternal life. Hear the words of 
God’s promise from the prophet Isaiah: “Do not be 
afraid, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by name, you are mine. When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 
flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord 
your God … you are precious in my sight, and 
honoured, and I love you.” (Isaiah 43:1-4). 
 
In God’s sight, each one of us is a person of 
immeasurable worth, and of infinite promise.  
 
Turning to Matthew’s Gospel … Jesus is question-
ed by people wanting to trap him. They did this by 
asking him whether it was right to pay taxes to 
Caesar, to the Roman Emperor, as they were in a 
land occupied by the Roman Empire. In reply, 
Jesus asks for a Roman coin – a denarius. What’s 
significant is what’s on it … there’s a picture of the 
emperor Tiberias. And alongside that an epigraph 
– a piece of writing which says Tiberias is the Son 
of the divine Augustus (Augustus was the first 
Roman Emperor who people believed was God). 
So Augustus was the Son of God. All the Roman 
coins which carried that inscription bore witness 
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to the belief. Now Jesus replies to the question 
saying give Caesar (ie the Roman Empire) what 
belongs to it. And give to God all that belongs to 
God. By implication, Jesus implies that Tiberias is 
not the Son of God. Jesus bears witness to a 
different truth … 
 
The Greek word ‘epigraph’ appears in only one 
other place in Matthew’s Gospel … at the 
crucifixion. Above Jesus on the cross, is nailed the 
epigraph: “This is Jesus. King of the Jews”. Words 
that bear witness to Jesus being the Son of God. 
 
The readers of the Gospel, whether in the first 
century or today face a choice: Who do you bear 
witness to? Was it for the first hearers of the 
Gospel, the Roman Empire? or for us, the power of 
the day which seeks to have control over you –
consumerism, selfism, racism, sexism? (Things that 
can dominate and destroy.) Or do we bear witness 
to Jesus, being open to the love and power of God? 
 
And how do you bear that witness – how do you 
give to God, what is God’s? Or to use Paul’s phrase 
“be imitators of the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 1:6).  
 
Bring to mind, the people you will meet in the next 
week, the things you will do, the words that you 
will say, the life that you will lead? Now offer them 
to God, asking that you will bear witness to your 
faith in Jesus and show God’s love and care. 
 
How will people see that you are a person of 
worth, a person of promise? How will people see 
that and think I want some of that … I want to feel 
worthy, I want to receive God’s promises. What 
will your witness be? 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Lord Jesus,  
may we treasure that through you, 
we are people of worth; 
may we hold fast to the knowledge that through you 
we are people of worth; 
and may we be strengthened and emboldened 
through the power of the Spirit 
to be your people of witness. Amen. 
 

Bible passages for future Sundays 
25 October - Matthew 22:34-46; 1 Thess 2:1-8 
1 November - Matthew 23:1-12; 1 Thess 2:9-13 

Sunday on the BBC 
Sunday 18 October 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
The one who heals – Today is the Feast of St Luke, 
saint of physicians. We give thanks for those who 
work in healthcare, and to call to mind those who 
continue to struggle with the effects of COVID-19 
in their own lives, and in the lives of others. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Aled Jones visits Cheddar Gorge to hear the story 
behind the hymn Rock of Ages, and travels to 
Devon to explore the Beer Quarry caves, whose 
stone has been used in countless church buildings. 
Sunday 25 October 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Bible Sunday –Sam Wells explores the difference 
between reading the Bible and letting the Bible 
read us, allowing our idea of ourselves and the 
world to be turned upside-down. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
For Black History Month, there is a visit to the Inter-
national Slavery Museum to find out about Britain’s 
involvement in the slave trade and the role the 
Church played at the time. And we hear from 
classical pianist and Christian Alexis Ffrench about 
being Britain’s youngest black church organist. 
 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 

Local Preacher Cathrine Wells leads this Sunday’s 
10.45 am circuit Zoom service. And on 25 October it is 
the turn of Philip Woods. 
 
If you have the internet then use this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=WX
o2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 

Meeting ID – 827 0354 0378, Password – 947280.  
 
You can also join by dialling either 020 3481 5237 
or 020 3051 2874. When prompted enter the 
Meeting ID and password (see above). 
 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 
I am not taking services next Sunday, so there 
will be no letter. This is why there are extra 
services sheets. Services on 25 October at North 
Hillingdon (9.30am) and Hayes End (11.00am) are 
led by members of the congregation, and the 
11.00am service at Hayes is led by Richard Reid. 
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