
 

 

 
 

This goes to congregations at North Hillingdon, Hayes and 
Hayes End. If you get it by post and have an email, then 
tell me so next time we can email you and save a stamp. 
 
You can keep in touch via the church websites 
(www.hayesmethodistchurch.co.uk, www.hemc.org.uk, 
www.northhillingdonmethodistchurch.org) and 
Facebook:  

• www.facebook.com/hayesmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/hayesendmethodistchurch 

• www.facebook.com/northhillingdonmethodistchurch 
A video for Sunday will be on each website and Facebook. 
 
Each church also has a WhatsApp group. If you want to 
join it then let me know. 

 

As we are in lockdown, there are no services in 
our church buildings this Sunday. The Circuit 
Zoom Service takes place at 10.45 am. There is 
also a section Zoom service at 11.00 am. Details 
for both services are overleaf. 
 

A talent show?     (Matthew 25:14-30) 
 
Turn on the television, flick through the channels 
and it won’t be long before you find some sort of 
talent show. Whether it’s dancing, skating, singing, 
cooking, sewing, pottery or some other activity, 
the airwaves are full of them.  
 
If you read Jesus’ Parable of the Talents at face 
value, it does sound rather than a talent show. 
(Although in Jesus’ time, a talent was a measure of 
weight of silver or gold (ie money), rather than a 
gift or an ability as we use the word today.) A man 
is about to go on a journey. But before he leaves 
he calls together his slaves. He gives one slave five 
talents, another two talents and the third a single 
talent. Then he off he goes. 
 
A long time passes. But when the master finally 
returns he settles his accounts. The first two slaves 
each double the money. They are both congrat-
ulated and entrusted with more. When the third 
slave appears you can imagine him cleaning his 
single talent as he comes before his master, 
having just dug it up out of the ground. The slave 
makes his excuses. The master is angry, takes the 

talent and gives it to another slave, before con-
signing the ‘worthless slave’ to the outer darkness. 
 
If you pitched this idea to a TV channel, I don’t 
think you’d get a positive response.  
 
But what might Jesus’ parable have to say to us? 
 
I think the key to this parable is the phrase 
“entrusted his property” (verse 14), which is what 
the man does to his slaves before he leaves. 
 
“Entrusted” implies a relationship and a bond 
between the master and his servant. Because you 
can’t have trust without some sort of relationship.  
 
And the word Matthew uses for ‘property’ or 
‘possessions’ doesn’t just mean material things, 
but one’s whole being and life. So in this sense, 
the master is giving over his entire self to his 
slaves. And he doesn’t give instructions to his 
slaves as to what to do with it. He just leaves. 
 
The people who first heard Matthew’s telling of 
this parable faced the challenge and the risk of 
expressing their Christian faith. Would they keep it 
hidden and secure or would they risk going public? 
The latter, which is the action of the first two 
slaves, and the results become an encouragement 
to those early Christians. And they are an 
encouragement to us too. 
 
What about the third slave? Compare his view of his 
master with the first two slaves. The third calls his 
master “harsh, reaping where you do not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed.” And we 
never find out what the other slaves thought. 
 
Does the third slave’s view of his master influence 
the way he behaved? Yes, probably it could have. 
 
Is the way we behave and live out our faith 
coloured by our view of God? Again, either 
consciously or unconsciously, I would say, “Yes, it 
probably does.” 
 
How then do you picture God? And what effect 
does that have on the way you live your life and 
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live out your faith? Is your view of God one of a 
harsh master, or a loving generous Father? And 
what difference does that make to you? 
 
There’s a wonderful phrase in some prayers from 
the Iona Community which lifts up to God those 
who have no belief and prays for “those who need 
to forget the God they do not believe in and meet 
the God who believes in them …” 
 
Our discipleship is a reflection and a response to 
our belief and understanding of God. And the God 
of the two slaves is a God who places his trust in 
us to the point of placing Jesus in our hands, and a 
God who responds in love and generosity.  
 
That is the God I believe in. What about you? 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
You give us so much, Lord, 
trusting us more than we trust ourselves, 
blessing us with opportunities 
   that we are slow to take. 
Thank you for believing in us; 
Help us to believe in ourselves, 
   in one another and in you. 
And to live out that belief this day and this week. 

(adapted from Roots, 2017) 

 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
Sunday 15 November 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
It’s Complicated – exploring the mixed feelings when 
faith has to reckon with the complexities of life. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
Aled Jones visits north Wales as he explores how 
his faith has shaped his life and his singing.  
Sunday 22 November 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Liberation in Lockdown – A live service from Holy 
Trinity, Platt in Manchester exploring the students’ 
experiences of lockdown. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC1 
From Gorton Monastery in Manchester, Katherine 
Jenkins launches the competition to find the BBC 
Young Chorister of the Year with the girls’ semi-final.  
 

Bible passages for future Sundays 
22 November - Matthew 25:31-46; Ephesians 1:15-23 

29 November – Mark 13:24-37; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Zoom Services 
Sunday’s Hayes section Zoom service is at 11.00 am.  
 
To join the service, use the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5410641107?pwd=YX
c0c3lQeHFvRnBPZnRVUThjY1o3dz09  
Meeting ID: 541 064 1107, Passcode: 151120 
 
The Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am and is 
led by local preacher Peter Davies.  
 
To join the circuit service, go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82702540378?pwd=W
Xo2WGVnVXR1SGdlZTNqVGFZRU8yZz09. 
Meeting ID: 827 0254 0378, Passcode: 947280 
 
You can join either service on your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

 

God’s Story. Your Story. Every Story. 
This week’s episode in the Methodist Church’s and 
Premier Radio’s series of faith, transformation, 
hope, repentance, healing and forgiveness is 
‘Never giving up – God remains faithful’. Hayley 
Finucane. from Fulham and Chelsea Methodist 
Church tells her story. You can listen on medium 
wave 1305, 1332, 1413 and 1566, as well as on 
DAB digital radio or Freeview 725. 
 

Your prayers needed – a place for all 
The title for next year’s Methodist Prayer Handbook 
is 'a place for all'.  
 
As the Church strives to be God’s people in a world the 
Methodist Church is looking for your written prayers 
that, with God’s help, we may recognise and repent our 
exclusivity. And then, that together, we may become a 
more inclusive and diverse Church, and that we may 
create communities of greater respect and compassion. 
 

The deadline for submitting your written prayers to 

prayerhandbook@methodistchurch.org.uk is 11 January. 

 
Take care, stay safe and God bless, 

Rev Ken 

(020 8756 0567) 
(ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
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