
Wednesday thoughts 
 
This week our thoughts have focus on giving and not giving up. 
 

 
 
One of the teachings of Jesus was the story he told of the Widow’s Mite - a lady 
who gave her all. (see NRSV Luke 21:1-4)   Back then if a man died and left a wife 
and family there was no provision whatsoever to help her – in fact she was 
regarded as nothing.  Females were simply chattels.  Even today although there 
exists a widow’s pension there are cases where to provide for a family on your 
own poses very many problems. 
 
When he told that tale to his listeners we know that Jesus, in his wonderful and 
positive manner, was drawing attention to the many boastful and so-called 
‘givers’ who had plenty to give but who kept so much back for themselves – that 
widow lady had nothing.  
 
In this twenty-first century lockdown does have a few perks – and most 
especially for folk like me who enjoy sport - we have been fed non-stop with 
everything from Olympics to school sports.   In my salad days I hiked, swam, 
cycled, played hockey, netball and tennis; rowed a bit and scaled a few high 
places like Mount Snowdon and Scafell Pike – yes, I really did and where I 



managed pretty well was playing badminton when, along with a friend named 
Ruby, we once were the winners of the East Anglian Annual Doubles 
Championships.  Not a lot of people know about that! 
 
Today we have so many wonderful examples of never giving up from people like 
Dame Kelly Holmes.  Despite countless obstacles, both physical and mental, she 
never gave up in her quest and in the end was triumphant.  Great examples can 
be found in the Invictus Games. And there are so many other people and groups 
who could be named, and not just in the field of sport, but in every walk of life. 
 
And of course today we all can quote examples of not throwing in the towel 
when things are tough – hardships of every known kind are being highlighted in 
each land on the planet, where in addition to disease so much cruelty, so many 
lies and other aggressive acts abound.   
 
May we never give up trying to give our all towards making God’s world the 
place that he had planned and face things with all the stoicism we can muster.  

 
Blessings everyone 


