
Dear friends,  

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 
We meet on Easter Sunday in each of our three churches to celebrate the Resurrection. 
 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon (with Holy Communion) led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
11.00 am Worship at Hayes End (with Holy Communion) led by the Revds Paul Wood 

and Ian Worsfold 
11.00 am Worship at Hayes (with Holy Communion) led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
 
We will still need to wear masks, sanitise our hands, socially distance etc, and we cannot sing. But 
to be present together will be a joy and a sign of hope. We would love to see you again, but 
please only come if you feel safe and confident to do so. 
 
(This weekly letter, worship material and video sermon will continue until at least 21 June.) 
 
Alternatively, you can join the circuit Zoom service at 10,45 am led by the Revd Ruth Gee through 
your computer, mobile phone or landline. Details are overleaf. 
 
Take care and stay safe 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

Better than new
 
It’s so easy to think of Easter Sunday as a time 
of joy and celebration. But the very first Easter 
Sunday began in sadness. In John’s Gospel, we 
read about Mary Magdalene. Her grief drew her 
to the tomb where she could be as close as 
possible to Jesus’ body. But she discovers an 
obviously disturbed tomb, the body missing – 
presumably stolen. “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” (John 20:2) 
 
You can see the pain of her double loss – the 
companion-ship of her beloved rabbi, Jesus, 
and now his body – in her weeping. Unlike 
Peter and the other disciple, Mary stays at the 
tomb. If she cannot be close to where Jesus’ 
body is, she can at least be near to where it 
last was. And it is there that she experiences 
something she can never have imagined.  
 
First, she sees two figures angels in white, 
sitting where Jesus’ body had laid. They 
question why she is there and why she is 
weeping. And then turning around Mary meets 
a figure who asks her the same questions. It’s 
only when this person calls her by her name, 

like the good shepherd calling one of their flock 
(John 10:14) that she realises it is Jesus.  
 
You can imagine Mary reaching out to him –her 
hands and arms stretched out in love and 
greeting. But despite Jesus being within 
touching distance, he resists: “Do not hold on 
to me”. His words suggest a new kind of 
relationship …  
 
I am always amazed which TV shows are 
popular. And one of last year’s hits was the 
BBC’s The Repair Shop. Members of the public 
bring their broken or faded family treasures to 
craftsmen and women, who then restore and 
repair them to their former glory. When they 
are reunited with the items, they talk about 
breathing new life into them. 
 
I came across the Japanese art of repairing 
things not long ago – particularly mending 
pottery or china. It’s called kintsugi. And when 
they stick the broken pieces together they add 
powdered gold with the glue. The item now 
becomes more beautiful than before, it’s better 
than new. Ea
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On Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection, 
and we worship Jesus our risen Lord and Saviour. 
Christ has risen – not to an old life, but to a new 
life – better than new. 
 

Through the cross and 
through his resurrection 
Jesus invites us to life, new 
life. In fact, even better 
than new life – eternal life. 
This is God’s gracious and 

precious gift to each one of us. We have been 
broken by our faults and failings. But Jesus offers to 
restore us. Like the broken pottery, we are not only 
restored to wholeness, but are filled with the golden 
light of the love, of the forgiveness, of the grace of 
God by Christ’s glorious resurrection. We are a new 
creation, treasured and precious to God. 
 
“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see everything has 
become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 5:17-18) 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
May we step out into this new day and week, 
and into the resurrection light. 
Feel the joy that new life brings, 
accept the peace that it offers 
and share the love that it gives. Amen. 
 

 

Circuit Zoom Service 
The Circuit Zoom service starts at 10.45 am. 
To attend go to https://us02web.zoom.us/join. 
Meeting ID: 886 0143 3540 Passcode: 611964) 
 
You can also join the service through your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press the # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

The Circuit @ Prayer 
Meeting every Thursday at 9.00 am, there is a 
circuit weekly prayer meeting on Zoom. It lasts 30 
minutes and you can join by using this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84168659990?pwd=
NWpOcW1YNlRSeldHVU1ialVXWGgwQT09 
Meeting ID: 841 6865 9990   Passcode: 296725 

(Image of kintsugi bowl: Martin Howard, www.flickr.com)

Lent Liturgy (Easter Day: Joy and Light) 

Risen Lord Jesus, our long dark walk through Lent is 
over. This new day is filled with the joy of your 
resurrection. Thanks be to God. 
 
Light a candle to give thanks to God who gave his 
son Jesus to be our Risen Lord and Saviour. He is 
the light of the world. 
 
As the coronavirus continues to sweep the world, 
your world, we pray for your mercy for those who 
are sick, comfort to those who have lost loved ones, 
and strength and safety to all health workers. 
Risen Lord, may we live in the knowledge and 
reality of Easter, as we spend our lives loving you, 
for yours is the victory, the power and the glory. 
Amen. 
 

 

Easter Sunday on the BBC 
6.55 am Easter from King’s BBC 2 
Music and readings for Holy Week from Cambridge 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby shares his 
Easter message of hope and resurrection, in a 
joyful celebration, live from Canterbury Cathedral.  
9.00 am Fern Britton’s Holy Land Journey BBC 1 
A life-changing journey of faith in search of the real 
story of Jesus's final days 
10.00 am Easter Day Eucharist BBC 1 
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby shares his 
Easter message of hope and resurrection. 
11.00 am Urbi et Orbi BBC 1 
Pope Francis gives his Easter message and blessing 
to the city and to the world. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 1 
Easter Sunday from Llandaff Cathedral in Cardiff 
 

 

Sunday 11 April 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led by 

Samuel Kow Arthur 
10.45 am Circuit Zoom Service led by Peter 

Davies 
11.00 am Worship at Hayes End led by Sue 

Lloyd 
11.00 am  Worship at Hayes led by the Revd 

Ruth Gee 
6.00 pm Easter Praise at North Hillingdon led 

by Cathy Smith 
 
Ken is away next weekend, so there will be no 
letter or YouTube video. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84168659990?pwd=NWpOcW1YNlRSeldHVU1ialVXWGgwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84168659990?pwd=NWpOcW1YNlRSeldHVU1ialVXWGgwQT09

