
Wednesday thoughts 
 
Like many of the Edwardian generation who left school at 13 or 14 and went ‘into service’ once 
married they never went out to work again and became full-time wives, mothers, and home 
makers – my long-departed mum was one of those ladies and proved herself to be a first class 
homemaker  
 
Never the brilliant cook as was her own wonderful  mum, she nevertheless ensured our meals 
were well-cooked, carefully prepared and always served exactly ‘on time’ – 8.00 a.m. breakfast, 
1.00 p.m. dinner (no evening meals then), 4.00 p.m. cup of tea and bun or biscuit, 5.30 p.m. a tea 
of bread and jam or fish paste with one or two slices of cake.  Children never had supper – just a 
cup of cocoa before bedtime.   
 
 If ever one enquired what she was up to, her reply would always be “I’m just laying forward” 
and so those few words became the butt of a family joke – “mum’s laying forward again” 
 
But indeed, she was right – she was always prepared for what might crop up’.    
 

That is the theme of this week’s message – it’s 
‘being prepared’ and is based on the Bible story 
of the ten un-prepared bridesmaids that we find 
in NRSV Matthew 25:1-12.  Custom then was that 
appointed bridesmaids were required to be well 
prepared at a wedding with lamps fully charged 
with oils and lit. That day ten of the chosen 
bridesmaids had done as was necessary, but ten 
others had left things too late and on arrival 
discovered they were too late and had been shut 
out of the ceremony.  They had left their 
preparations until the last minute and so missed 
out. 
 
Is that our story?   Do we constantly leave stuff 
until the last minute only to find we are left out 
and behind?  Perhaps that and similar stories 
serve to remind us we need ensure we have our 

socks on and shoes laced in order to be prepared for what lies ahead. 
 
Blessings everyone 
 
 


