
 

 

Dear friends,  

 

Services for Sunday 2 May 
9.30 am Worship at North Hillingdon led by the Revd Andrew Pottage 
11.00 am Worship at Hayes End (Praise service) led by the Revd Andrew Pottage 
11.00 am  All Age Worship at Hayes led by the Revd Ken Kingston 
 
All three churches are open for face-to-face worship on Sunday morning for anyone who is happy 
and confident to come. We still need to continue social distancing, wearing masks, sanitising 
hands, signing in and not singing for the time being. This is really important for people who have 
not been invited for their jab yet or are unable to receive it due to other medical conditions. By 
carrying on and doing what we can, we are making our churches as safe as possible for them. 
 
The circuit zoom service continues on Sundays at 10.45 am, which this week is led by local 
preacher George Kulasingham. You can join through your computer, mobile phone or landline. 
More information is overleaf – please note that the log-in details have changed.  
 
Take care and stay safe 

Rev Ken  

(020 8756 0567) (ken.kingston@methodist.org.uk) 
 

 

What’s God the Gardener got to do with me?
 

Anyone who knows me 
will tell you that I am 

not a gardener. 
The plants that 
work for me are 
ones that ‘thrive 

on on neglect’. If you 
want something cutting 

down or digging up then I’m 
your man. But when it comes to planting and 
growing I still have a lot to learn. 
 
So when I read Jesus saying “I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the vinegrower (or the 
gardener)”, what might Jesus be trying to say 
to his disciples and his followers? 
 
There were three main trees in Israel in biblical 
times – the Olives (eg the Mount of Olives), 
the fig tree with its roots that could descend 
100s of feet into the ground in the search for 
water, and the vine. The image of the vine is 
commonly used to describe Israel (in the 
Psalms (Psalm 80) and Prophets (Isaiah 5)). 
 
There are three aspects of vines and vine-
growing that are both important and relevant.  

Grafting 
This is where a new vine is joined to old vine 
roots. So when Jesus says that he is the vine 
and we are the branches (verse 5), it is that we 
are grafted or joined with him.  
 
Remember that Jesus is speaking these 
words on the night before his death, but the 
first readers of John’s Gospel (in fact, all the 
readers of John’s Gospel) are reading it with 
the knowledge of Christ’s crucifixion and 
resurrection. The love shown by Jesus on the 
cross, the grace and forgiveness poured out 
upon us unites with God. We are his 
daughters and his sons grafted us onto him. 
 
Rooted 
But being grafted is not enough. We need to 
be rooted in Christ. The graft needs to stick.  
 
Jesus doesn’t use the word rooted. Instead, 
he talks about ‘abiding: “Abide in me as I 
abide in you.” 
 
Abiding is about the long term, it not 
something that takes place once – it’s a 
constantly renewed commitment. Abiding is  
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about grace and relationship – the flow of the 
greater love of the new commandment. The very 
next thing that Jesus goes on to say is “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you”.  
 
There is something mutual between the vine and 
its branches, between the branches and the 
vinegrower. It is about a relationship that doesn’t 
happen by accident (it takes times, it takes effort 
to remain rooted in Christ). And in that there is 
mutuality (a two-way connectedness), out of 
which springs fruitfulness. 

 
Pruning 
There is something very specific about vines. They 
need training and careful handling. Otherwise 
they’ll shoot off and grow in all directions. A vine 
can grow outwards but just as easily it can and will 
grow in on itself. So careful pruning is vital not just 
to the vine’s health but to its very life and 
fruitfulness. 
 
It can be easy to look at Jesus’ words: “Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers: such branches are gathered and 
thrown in the fire, and burned” and find them 
scary or intimidating. No one wants to be thrown 
in a fire. 
 
But like those verses in the context of God the 
loving gardener, who has already grafted us, who 
roots us in divine grace and forgiveness. The 
pruning is a shaping of us, in and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit as God wills us to be the 
very best that we can possibly be. To be more 
fruitful, to drip with the Fruit of the Spirit – love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 
5:22-23). 
 
To hear of a God who seeks to do that, may our 
response be ‘Prune me!’. 
 

 

Prayer for the week 
Heavenly Father, as we go into this week, 
may we abide with you, 
grafted and rooted and pruned. 
Lord, help us to stay connected 
   to one another and to you, 
Bearing fruit wherever your love takes us. Amen. 

The Circuit @ Prayer 
Meeting every Thursday at 9.00 am, there is a 
circuit weekly prayer meeting on Zoom. It lasts 30 
minutes and you can join by using this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/98889552412?pwd=dDN2UGtP
b2Y2YzhDTHJEbWhZU0lhdz09 
Meeting ID: 988 8955 2412 Passcode: 451843 

 
Circuit Zoom Service 
You can join the zoom service by clicking on 
https://zoom.us/j/92043408877?pwd=SUFEdVBqe
m84NkswZVpPQW5FSGF3UT09. 
Meeting ID: 920 4340 8877 Passcode: 694514 
 
You can also join the service through your phone. 
1. Dial 020 3481 5237 or 020 3051 2874. 
2. Enter meeting ID (see above) then # key 
3. You will be asked to enter your participants ID. 

Ignore this, and just press the # key 
4. Enter the password (see above) then the # key. 
 

 

Sunday on the BBC 
8.10 am Sunday Worship Radio 4 (93.5FM) 
A service from Northern Ireland exploring how to 
build a future marked by peace, commitment to 
the common good, in Christ, in whom all things 
hold together. 
10.30 am Sunday Morning Stories  BBC 1 
See therapy dogs are helping children with reading, 
and visit the UK’s first Muslim ballet school, which 
teaches the importance of looking after yourself. 
1.15 pm Songs of Praise BBC 1 
‘Northern Ireland’s 100th’ – Marking the partition 
of Ireland and formation of Northern Ireland 100 
years ago, Christians from different denominations 
reflect on the past and share hopes for the future. 
 

 

Prayer for India (from Christian Aid) 
I will say of the Lord, ‘You are my refuge and my 
fortress, my God, in whom I trust’.  
God of power and might, 
we lift our brothers and sister in India to you.  
We pray for your protection, and your provision,  
We pray for all nations to have compassion.  
When people are in need, you are our refuge.  
When people are scared, you are our refuge.  
When people are mourning, you are our refuge.  
Compassionate God, draw close to those who seek 
your refuge today. Amen. 
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